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AViTpf PUBLICATION^"
LIFE OF HANDKL.

THE l1pb OP HANDEL. By Yicxoa BcRffLiata. lino,
pp Aft Mai; n Biotbera.

It is writ that such a combination of artistic
sstsutiAim aad litt-retry perbiatenee ia applted to a

fiB|]e Yoinjiie aa ia displayed in the eoaposition of
tkM work. M. Scktrlcber is a FreDcbmao, prcba-
bry of German descent, and certainly of Gorman

dilifence and endnraoce. He was forced by the
politick! troubles of France to fir .1 an asylum in
I/oncVu, and during his rstiretnent in that city,
Bought ecnsolation in listening to the Oratorios of
Hand«), which be had already learned to admire,
upon previous visits to England, and in the society
of classical amatenrs at home. The wisb grew up
to posiess himielf of all the works of tbe great
cotnpoier from which be bad received so mach de¬
light, and in the prosecution of this purpoge, be
became familiar with the various authors who have
made mention of Handel. He was net satisfied
with tbe contributions to his biography with wbieb
tbe public bave hitherto been ooiitent, and deter-
raised to make a new invea\igation of the tobject
from original sources. After three ylars' assiduous
¦tody and labor, be completed tbe present worh,
which, although faulty and inartificial iu tbe details
ef its execution, ia a rich treasure-house of musictl
BjJbrmation, and a singularly interesting biography
d b man who was no lets remarkable for hte per-
tortaJ cb ar arter it tu-» than for his gifts as a com¬

poser and artist.
Handel was a native ef Halle in Germauy and

was born Feb. v t, Mtjti, new ?') le, or 1C£4, at),

eoidlrg to tbe old reckoning in wbiob tbe year
began in March.a faot which bas escaped tbe
notice of bis biogrspber, who bas a page of dis¬
quisition in regard to the discrepancy of the dates
as given by previous writers. His father was an

ftoneit Getman surge >n, t?ho bad determined that
ilia son of bis old no», thould be made a lawyer, and
was greatly incensed when he began to give signs of
B vocation of a widely different ch arse ter. The bay
had scarcely Warned to articulate, when he uttered
musical sounds. As he grew older, his strong natu¬
ral tette for music displayed itself so decidedly that
his falber was unniUing to send him to a public
school, lest he should pay more attention to the

gamut than to grammar. He kept him away from

every place where he ©cull hear music, forbade him
mm ill.bleat exercise of his gifts ia that line, and
banished every kind of musieal instrument from the
heute. But tbe ehüd wae too earnestly bent on the
iadajgeoBe of bis impressible iastincts not to fiod
means far the purpose. He procured a clavichord,
the strb.s of which were banded with strips of
list, in Older to deaden the soucd, and, coneealieg
it in the gartet, paid stenltby visits to it by night
when the rest of the family were asleep. Without
any gnidaace or insttuetion, he found out tbe secret
ef barmotiie combinations by pennitting his little
Ingers to wander over tbe hey board, and by the
time he was seven years okl he discovered that he
knew hew to play on the spinet

Mis father was at last Induced to respset the
genius of his son by a little laeideot which ov -urred
about this time to open his eyes. While on a v'uwt
Bt the pslaee 0f the re gnbg Duke .a whose ten
tee IlBAdel had a bretbar who waa vatet-fe-eham-
Bre, tbe stole off to the organ is the ebapel,
Bad seeM *A keep his bands from teaching the
keya. The cariosity of the Dake was ex sited to
haew wke was pitying tbe organ in that etyle.
The little artist was brought before him, in a terri-
kfe fright; but Ue Duke treated him kindly and
seen won bis secret He thea lepreeented to his
»tber that it was a crime agaiLtt h&maaity to
.une so much* grnini ia ite birth. The old
deeter was omte si'oushed, bnt took the opiu-iea of tie Dale as gospel and promised to
the hie son every access try fajility. Q| return-
tag acme, he kept bis word, and permitted the
Ttwg aspirar,t to tabe Irssocs of tie or,-kV,st of
the calfcedral at Hille. 7Li* was an anateur of
the eld school, fulivf hrfjsajjn. t^a .siaim, aid

¦dor,og the fago*, the mood, eod the rouolerpoint.
Bi tcon diaeorered the gwiue of hia pupil. Hie
fiiit tath km to t < e him an inkling of tbe genera]
princplea of mjaie. lie Chen laid More him a
- bat eolleciiou of German and Itauan c jmpoiiiioas
of different lehools, and in firry style, and of every
matter. They anal) i?d everything t »gether. When
tbe pupil waa about eight yeara old, the mailer
woud aet bim to write a laered nioiet or cantata
weekly, and theae exerciaet c>ntinued for three
eontecutive yeara. During these tfudiei. the little
Handel conitantly prastictd on the Lirpiichord aad
learned t* play tbe violin, the organ, and eapecally
the hautboy, which at that time waa Ml great.*it
delight It wai not V ng before he outstripped
bia old matter, who, boding that he r.iuld teach him
nothing more, advised that be should be sent to Ber¬
lin. He accordingly went to that eity in ltiM,
where he bad the opportunity of hearing an excel-
leit opera, and all the moat remarkable prodactiom
of Italian muiic. Here he aoon began to paaa for
a prodigy. The Elector wiihed to lend hixn to
Italy to complete hit musical education, but thia
waa not agreeable to bia father, and in about a year
be returned to Halle. The worthy doctor departed
thii life aoon after, leaving nothing to hia aoa, wb >

waa new bound to look out for himielf. Halle wai

toe irua.ll to contain him. He longed for the light
of Italy, but not baring tbe meana to make auch a

journey, be went to Hamburg in 1703, He en-

tend tbe German opera houae in ft aubordioate ca¬

pacity, bat leaa through modeaty than vanity, wish¬
ing to give the public a aurpriae by tbe discovery of
bis abilitiea. He was now eighteen yean of age, and
soon ihowed proof of gifts and attainment! above kit
years.

About tbia time, the place of organiat ai Lubae
waa opened for competition, and aoeonipaaied by
kia friend Matteaon, a young actor and compoier of
Hamburg, Handel went to eanvaa for tbe vacancy.
Bnt they fonnd that it waa a condition of the pro¬
gramme, that tbe successful candidate ibould marry
tbe daughter of the retiring organist. Tbia waa
not agreeable to either party, especially to Handel,
who never manifeated azy taste for matrimony;
and they returned withdiapatchto Hamborg. After
residing for about three yean in that city, he wai

enabled to accomplish bia wiah of vinting Italy,
and in tbe Summer of 1706, turned bia itepa to¬
ward Florence. He remained in that city until tbe
end tf tbe year, havinjL produced the Optra of
"Kodrigo," for which the Grand Duke preaented
bim with a aetvice of plate and a liberal aum of
money. He aubaequently viaited Venice, Rime,
and Naples, and fully entered rn his career ai a

muiicai composer. Ilia next itep waa to become

chapel-muter of the Court of Hanover, in tbe ser¬

vice of tbe Elector George of Brunawiek, who
aflerward became George I. of England. Hav¬
ing here made tbe acquaintance of aome Britiab
noblemen, who preiied him to viait Eogland, be
decided to try bit fortunea in that oountry, and
accordingly arrived in London at tbe cloee of 1710.
Tbe faehionable world of London at that time wai

giotly intereited in Italian muaic, but Handel
remained there only aix or seven monthr, being
recalled by bia aovereign to hia post at Hanover,
after the triumphant lucceaa of hii first opera.
In tbe beginning of 1712, be obtained permis-
.ion to re-visit England, and in July, 1713,
the "Te Deum" and the "Jubilate" were

performed for tbe first time, on an occasion
of a public thanksgiving for the peace of Utrecht
II fit del waa now the ruling toaat. He became
inch a favorite in London that he entirely
loat sight of the condition of bia furlough, and
conld not make up hia mind to return to Hanover.

Upen tbe aceesiion of George I. to tbe throne, In
1714, he could not at first forgive hii truant chapel
mister, but at length a truce was declared, the king
and composer again met on friendly terma, and
Handel waa appointed muaic master to tbe daugh¬
ter of tbe Prince of Wales, with pecuniary appoinV-
menta of tbe moit liberal character.
He now entered without obstacle upon tbe iplen-

did iLiiiical career which baa scarcely found a

parallel in tbe kiitory of artiata. Hia eompoaitiona
iuceet ded one another with great rapidity. He
waa courted by the moat diatingilahed perioni in
tbe worldi of faibion and literature, and among
other marke of distinction was appointed ciapel-
matter to tbe Duke of Chandoa, whoae magnifl-
eenee waa proverbial. Hia mode of life in the pal¬
ace of tbia Engliib Sybarite wai highly agreeable
to bia taite. He waa there thrown into the com¬

pany of Pope, Gay, Atbuthnot and other visitors
of a aimilar stamp, whoae piquant conversation
gave a great impulee to hia mind, and excited him
to fieib fxertioni of hia original and creative fancy.
Hia immeme popularity continued for several

¦ears. Hia theater wai the center of univenal at¬
traction, until at length the natural jealoaay of
artiata began to find vent in eabali agaiait the
reignirg autocrat.the tide of fathioi turned.and
by the year 1734, every upstart followed in the
wake of the arittocraey in abuaing one who had io

long^een tbe popular idol. Hii metniet finally
triumphed. Defeat succeeded defeat in tbe repre¬
sentation of hia productions, uatil he waa eampallad
to ttrike hia Hag. He bad exhausted ail kit re-

.oureee, be bad apent the lait penny of a largs
fortune, he bad involved himielf deeply in debt,
and waa now obliged to cloie hii theater and ioi-

.end payment*.
The straggle, ia which he had been to long a a

gtged, not only proved the ruin ef hii fortunes, bat
undermined hia robuat German constitution. From
the Spring of 1797, be began to abow marks of de-
clinirg health, and not long after suffered a a attaek
of parti)air, sveoompanied with temporary aberration
of miad. He waa, however, restored ia less thaa
aix weeka by a visit to the waters of Aix La Cha-
[rile, and so prompt waa the cure that the Catho
lira of tbe place aecribed it to a miracle.
With renovated health, Handel continued hit

labora with bis accustomed ener. .. but was unable
to retrieve hia ahattered fortunea. Hia eoemiea were
.till busy, and their malignant efforta were not with¬
out efffct Ho left London for a time and repaired
to Dublin, where tbe .¦Messiah" waa first per¬
formed, April 13, 174.2. Tbe eritic&l notices ef the
day speak of it "as the finest composition of muaic
that ever waa heard, and tbe aacred words ai

properly adapted for the occasion." "The aub-
Iime, the grand, and the tender, adapted to tha
meat elevated, majestic, and moving worda, eon-

.pircd te transport and charm the ravished heart
sedcax." Crowds attended iti performance, and
the advertiaements beaeech "the ladies to come
without their hoop»." According to a record in
Hint-al'a handwriting tbe "Measiah'' waacompoasd
in tbe incredibly short time of twenty-three diys.
He waa then fifty six years old. Apropos of this,
the author remarks:

It it a ttrarge phecorrenoL: when men of genius
are to di« yentg fbry c-orrplete tkair masterpieces at
fi e. kfo/.trt >ifldtd up bia ditto* *..u' a» .'.:» Ks>
i i» pain rd Th« S hool of Athena whan he was

atd .'Tka TraD-iignrat on at 17; Paul Fi tter,
L I Lull a! 2fj Roe-tui coupvsea " f^a DiOsr of

5«» Iii« «hft he «u J3, Mi. - W:iiiaaa Teil " t>t 37,and afterward wrote du um -e. if tasse mea tu, livrd
longer, It would have be«m imp^Mible f >r then to ror-
pav¦ ihemeelve«. Grast artists, ob tbe other htcd,
who are destined to have Lieg ftvee. are siow la pro¬
duction, or rather tat» produce their beet UYog* ia tba
dseliae of life. HaideI eoanpwed hie gre«u*«t works
.''Tba Funeral ArfLera.' "ferae!." '. Toe hfeaeiai, '

"Sinison, 'Tbe Dettingen Te Deut»," aid Judas
Macoer^ ns '.after he wae W yea-« old. R amean
wai 64. when he began to arnta for the theater, ii uwk
bad rat competed one of tie imrin.rtV ope.-aa vrhen ba
was 00. HaTdo wac an o!d man of 65 rear* wh»n ha
preduced .. fne Creation. Manih w-ctme aTunlio

i Ij at -10 years of age. Poaeati wae TO when he
air.ttd "Tbe Pdoge,' which i-< the moat poeticaTy

preatof all km rob)* piorur'r. Mi'haeJ Acgelocotia.-'d
oatre than b'0 jeart when be enervated hie incompera-
ble frerco of " Tbe Las* .Ttid(tine.et upon the walle of
the Kixtine Chaoel, and b*> wae 87 rears old when he
rained the cupola of St. I'eter a to the heaveaa.
Among tbe tributes received by thia oratorio waa

rather a whimsical one from the famcue preacher,
tie Tie v. John Newton, who pubLihed two enor¬
mous vokmee of aermona entitled, " Messiah:
I jftv Expository Ditcturiei on the .Scriptural Pae-
aagta which foim tbe aubject cf the celebrated
Oiatorio of Hacdel," although the worthy man
confeisei that he knew nothing of the " celebrated
oratorio." "I hare been informed," be says,
"that the muaie of the passage 'He will dash
them in pieces,' was so well adapted to the idea
which it expressed that it made the hearers tremble
with fear.'

In February, 171% Handel produced " Jepbtha,"
which was destined to prore the swan-song of the
great computer. He had already eiperieneed
symptoms of blindness, and after submitting three
times to a painful operation, he found that his sight
was irrecoverably gone. "Oa the 27 |fe of Janua¬
ry, 1753, a journal announced that 'Mr. Handel
bas at length, unhappily, lost his sight. Upon his
being couched some time since, he saw so well,
that his friends flattered themselves his sight was

restoitd for a continuance; but a few days have

entirely put an end to tbeir hopes.'"
This terrible m'sfortune at first afflicted him pro¬

foundly, but perceiving that the evil was without a

remedy, he resigned himself te his fate, and re¬

solved to continue bis oratorio performances. He
thought be could no longer preside on tbe organ on

account of bis blindness and ' sent for his pupiL
Christopher Smith, who was then traveling in
France, 'to assist him in the approaching Lent
season.' Smith quitted everything to please him,
and Ihey began the season on t&e 9th of March,
1753, At each performance Handel played as usual
a concerto on the organ, which was, for the great
mats of the public, one if the great attractions
off*ted on tbrse occasions. 'Samson, one of his
favorite carat rios, was in the programme of the
season.. In spite of all his moral energy, the au¬

thor could not listen untroubled to the pathetic air
of the sightless Hercules of the Hebrews, in which
be gave utterance to his immense grief. Total
eclipse! No sun. no moon!' Then it was that
they saw the grand old man, who was seated near the
organ, grow pale and tremble, and when they led
him forward to tbe audience, which was applaud¬
ing, many persons present were so foreibly affected
that they were moved even to tears." Smith pre¬
sided at the organ during that year, but Mandel re¬

sumed it and did not again leave tbe post until the
close cf his life.

Ia the Spring ef 1750, on returniog home fiota
the performance of the " Messiah," be was seised
with uncommon exhaustion, mortal symptoms were

soen exhibited, and on the i:<th of April, one

week from the first attack, he breathed his last,
having just completed the seventy-fourth yew of
his age. He had liaed to triumph, in a great
measure, over bis enemies. For the ten precediag
years he bad suffered little hoatlity. The public
were more and mere attracted to his performances,
the nobility confessed themselves vanquished by hit

geciut, his music was admitted on all tides to be
unriva'ed in the world of art.
Handel wai a man of a singularly robust consti¬

tution and of great muscu'ar vigor. In person he
was large and portly. Hit features were finely
marked, with rare beauty ol expreaaioa. His
month was small and delicate, his eyee w ere bril¬
liant, babitvjaliy opened wide, and full of animation
and boldness. His thert and prominent eyebrowt,
like those of Bach sad Beethoven, were theugbt by
pbtairgnomiata to indicate profound thought Like
almost all composers he had a decided turn for

pleasantly. His affected simplicity gave an exqui-
tite rest to hit conversation. No man eeull tsll a

story with more effect, although be was apt to ase

three or four langtagei before he finished hit narra¬

tive. His wit, however, was without malice. Its
strokes drew no blood " He was, ' sayt Barney,
" impetaout, rough, and peremptory in bis man¬

ners and conversation, but totally devoid of ill na¬

ture or malevolence; indeed, there was aa

original humor and pleasantry io his moat lire
ly tallies of anger and impatience which, with
hit broken Kngliih, were extremely risible."
His love of humor was combined with great
pride tf character. He never became familiar
with bit associates, even in bis gayest moods. He
wss veiy absent and had a habit of talking to him¬
self, though in so loud a tone of voice, that it was

easy to learn the subject of bis soliloquies.
Once there waa brought to bim a young maa

whose taste for mutie and good dispositions had
been praised greatly. But the lad ran away, and
on tbe next day the forsaken protector was heard
communing with himself, at he took hit walk ii
Hjde Park, " Der tee'el de fater wai desheeved;
de mutter waa desheevid; but I wai not de¬
sheeved; he Is eint t.d sohouatrel aad coot for nut¬
ting." He had adopted the disgusting custom ef the
ftsbiorsble world of his day, of interlarding all cob

versatien with oaths. His religious sentiments do
not appear to have been very ttroog. Hit nature
was generous, and hewat always retdy to give,
even when oa short allowance bimse ii. At tbe
tame time, ke had an arbitrary dispesiti», he
was imperious ia his bearing, jealous of hit
musical preeminence and impatient of rivalry.
One day he aaid of Gluck (who was then, it it
true, only beginning), that "he knows no

more tf counterpoint as mein cook;" but be
said it epetly, with his usus) srvpfthrris.
But he was free from all treachery, all pet<y
management He never played a doable part He
had no love of notoriety, and with all his pride,
showed little profesaional vanity. 'Hut there is
unhappily a great defect to be set against the noble
qualities of Handel. He was of an excessively
violent character. For the slightest reasons he be¬
came feai fully enraged. One day, Dr. Morell rep¬
resented to him bat the mosic of an air did not
exactly ruder the sense of tbe words; whereupon
Handel instantly flew into a most fu A sh passion,
and cried out ">»h the anger of insulted pride:
'Vat yon teach me music De inosis. Sir, isb
gfxd music. It is yoer words ish bad Hear de
passage again,' repeating it vehemently on tbe

harpeirhoid Den go you, make vorda to da*

music' Tfce D:ctt»r ctcaped at soon as be co'i'd.
for Ihere is ro reatooirtg with a whi-Iwind. Many
other exnuplet of these ebu'lttiona of t*mp;r are

warted. and they are all -inite M ortre.y*OT*bV: bot
they subsided at qaickry as they oarne. It waa

wholly a matter of temaeraoteat, and aever eaueed
harm to any one. In The Anted*,* »/ Jhmitl we
are told that1 he waa irraaetble hut not vindictive,'
and he afterward repaired hit fault with the create**
fraakneaa."
On* rv*»ing. in K PJ, at the boose of 8ig. Fraai,

whither ha bad brought a cuet of Judas Maccaba-ia,
be waa accompacyloit tbe sot gttre»i and Burner, who
mad* out the mane bj wall aa they could, whan aud-
deaiy, at a certain passage, Handel flaw iaXo a rage,
aid tieldtd Bumey soundly. Tbe latter who wa*
thtn very yourr, aid an earnest admirer of the great
mas, waa tenined, bot never the le**, ta |fte mlaeC of
the trn.peat, he ventured to tuggest that tb<.r» mirbt
be torre error in the MS e^py. u !,.,..,,. ,n H%BJ»|,
itill v iolenlly enraged, lo.a.d at it, .. ai.d thtn |a>
steet'y, with tb* greatest good hauior ajaj humili'y,
said, r I peg yenrbarton, I aniaveryodd t«ci Maithter
Schmitt la to plame.' Butaey, who amuse* h ne¬

tt, h preaai ring that Gat roan aoc«al, whiob lltnirl
appears nerer to bare lost, relates another anaclote
ot this »cdrJtxne« of ten per. CaretVai who was,
nevtnhelts», a good mos can took it into his head tu
stud back tbe air ia AI« ma, " Verdi pra'i. aa not
siited to him. >a receiving this message, liar del be-
cam* fnricna, ran to th* boas* of the artist, and a

c< sttd him thui: " You tec! don't 1 know patter «-

re ur aelaf voat es pest for you to tilg r If you will
aot ting all de sovg voet I giv* yta, I will not pay
yon ein stirer. If Carestiai had taken ofTena*, lian-

{el would have been compe'led to close hit theater,
uttoree " Verdi prati," one of tbe most beautiful

tfcirgs in the world, tent back, was, it meat bt con¬

fessed, a pro vi cation ike y to excite the biie of a man
more etduriig than Handel.

It ia easy to imagine that this heat of th* blxal
mutt bar* grot rally broke forth when be was in the
exercise) of hit art. The muticiant in the orchestra
used to prognosticate the state of hit temper by a sign
wbith rhows bow sxtremcly impresaionablt he waa.
" Handel wore," raya Barney, "an enormous whit*
wig, and, when tbingi went well at the oratorio, It had
a ctrtaia nod or ribraticD, which manifested his plea¬
sure aid aatiafaction. Without it, nice burr tri wtr*
i' r'a n that h* was out of humor."
Whatever touched his musical sense excited him

like tbe Py thor ». upon her tripod. At the conductor s
derk he used to warn the chorui by calling out,
"Cbotns;" and the three ootempetrary biographers
cotcur in tavirg that bia voice whea he utteraa that
word waa " most formidable.'' ktisa Bawkits, in her
AwtfioUlf relates of him a circumstance, " which
the lie an of Hapboe Dr. Allot who remembers him
lives to tell: that Handel, beirg questioned at to hit
ideas and feelings when composing the Allelujah
chorus, replied, in hit imperfect English, 'I did think
I did see all heaven belore mt, and the ijreat «. j«i
himielf.' "

When he was composing, hts excitement would rite
to inch a pitch that he would bunt into tear*. " It it
laid that a fiiend callirg urnm the great mutielan
when in the act of setting these ptthetic words, He
wat despised, and rejected of men,'found biin abso¬
lutely lobbing."

'. I hare heard it related," says Shield. " that, when
Bandel t tervai.t used to brirg him his ehooolat« io
th* incniiBg, he often ttood with tilent astoni.tbaient
to tee bis u.d.f. r - teart mixing with the ink sw he
penned bis divine note*."

This mental ardor was probably tbe cause of his
fmplojirg three or four languagea at a time in

speaking aa well at writing. He wai a creature of

impulse, and neither laid nor did the tame thing
twice in the tame manner. Each moment of hn
life waa an improviiation.

It it a strange thing that this man, so inflammable,
to accessible to anger, and tbe transport* of inspira¬
tion, had neverthelest very moderate tastes. He ate
largely, but he seems to have had an exceptional and
nthralty appetite to satisfy. Tbe following anecdote
i* t« be found in that little chronicle which is attribu¬
te d to every gTeat man's life. One day, being obliged
to din* at a tavern. Le ordered *noagh for three, and
being impatient at the delay, he asked why they did
cot serve np. "We will do so," said the n**t, " aa
torn at the company an ivet." " Den pring up t* tin
err ptcstist-irr.o, replied Handel; " I amdegompanj."
A triple cinner seems a great deal, even lor a famish
irg mar, and it may be teat the fact bas been magni¬
fied for the sake of th* joke; but it appears curtain
that he deserve i the reproaoh of having been a gou> -

t.-tim and too fond of go: d cheer. This istha vulner¬
able side upon which his adversaries always attaek
him, and upon which none of his friends have attempted
to defend him. Vet nobody ha* aceated him of gross
istempeiance.
Handel always lived a very retired li£a, and never

married. He loved hia mother with passionate af
fection, but no other w oman occupies the smallest
place in the long career of bia life. Wheu he w i

in Italy, a certain lady named Vittoria felt in love
with him, and even followed him from lioreuce to
Venice. She waa young, beautiful, and a eong-
streu of talent, but Handel disdained her protest*
tions. " When be waa young," say. the author of
the .intidttit of llanif1, "two of his scholars,
ladies t f cocsiderable fortune, were so much enam¬

ored of him that each was desirous of a matrimo¬
nial alliance. The first ia taid to have fallen a via-
tins to her attachment Handel would htve mar-

ritd her, but hia pride waa atuog by the ooarsa

declaration of her mother, that ehe never w mid
content to tbe marriage of her daughter wiih a fid¬
dler; aid, indignant at the expression, he declined
all farther intercourse. After the death of tk*
mother, the father renewed the acquaintance, and
in ft rmed kim that all obitaclea were removed, bat
ke replied that the time wai nowpait; and the
Jim g lady feil intoadeeline, which aooaterminated
her existence. Tbe second attachment wai a lady
splendidly related, white band be might have ob¬
tained by renouncing hia profeuion. That condi¬
tion he retolutely refased, and laudably daolined
the connection which was to prove a restriction on

the great faculties of hii mind."
He bad, indeed, no other pai«ion than that for

music " During the earlier part of bit reiidence
in I.CLdon, le often went to St. I'aul'a when the
a-ternoon tervice wai finithed. There, turrounded
by tune of hia admirera, he delighted them by pity
irg cn the organ at {bat cathedral, which he pre¬
ferred to all other*. Night came, and then they re¬

tired to a neighboring tavern, tba (*jueen a Arm,
where there waa a harpiiohoid, which he wouhl
play while he smoked hi p'pe and dratk hit baer.
Theae were all bia pleatuea. Gradually, as he be¬
came more absorbed in bia eompoiitioni and by the
caret of managership, he broke off all relations
with society. He refuted every invitation, and

only aetociatfd with three intimate friend*.'a
painted named Goupj; one Hunter, a scarlet
dyer, who pretended a taate for music; and
hii puj.il and secretary. John Chiiitopher Smith.'
lie had otleie in tbe city, bat he seemed to think
that the boaor of bia acquiiotanca wat a aafficieat
re ward for the kindneia they expressed for kim.
Hawkins iaja ' that no impertinent viiita, and few

eo|ee»mer.1i to partiei of pleaiure, were lufered
to ute:rupt the course of hit studio«. Hia inven¬
ts n eter teeming with new idcit, an! hii impa
tei.ee I., be delivered ef them, kept him eloaely
emplojed.* He seldom left kit house, except to

go to the tbeafer or to aome picture-auction. He
was a connoiaiear of picture*, and poaeeiied
it me valuable otea. Hia aole amusement waa to

go aid tee exhibitioni of them. But his blindneie
deprived him of that pleasure a long time before
bis death."
The fertility of Handera genius waa w*nderW.

His works altogether huh her &$, mott of them

beitg of considerable magnitude. Hi* thirty-bid*
operat are in ibree acti. Hia twenty one oratorio*
are at remarkable i jt their extent aa their excel¬
lence. Hia merit* at a composer are bnerly seated
aa follow i:

'lb* wcihstf hnmaaity proved fr*m «ach otb*r.

Stiict'y epaaking. bj me* it a creator. But among
n.sn of inUl'ect Ihne are certainly *otne who are more

invtmtlve, er rather who dmover more than others.
Bardel is ore if theae. Whatever th* kind ot com-

pintion, be makes it bis own, and bis only. H*
titties «r io;ieaees it so as to mak* n BttB a new

tl:tg. ibis is what is railed .- "'"»?. Hts oratorios

0

f are cast in a deeper mc Id than any oaa alee kaa e taj,
aaagired. Tb«y leeeebble ao.bl-g alaa that baa ever

besa haai.J before. A* a c >n poeer of I taila* orwra»
te radrpeted f«r himee-f a new way srvesa in Italf
A* a anltr of -n- J muaie, I kewise, ha likened l

rc bits; but h - own geniae, aa<1 diedamed tu mumm
the tines of Ocmberf, of PeiWtriea, aaej of A'legri
nor vet of the English gajgaaaaaaaji erbe bad »t»

Lin Hyide, (iitüv aid 1'urcell. Hie " ?atheist.*'
prrsnve a viry high r>! gion« sentiment, bat they
have an ardor aid a lyrical beauty previously an-

at at in that specie* of composition. Hia prede
CWffOfS give na the idea cf moths, filled witb a era**
faith at o atitsated by an ethereal fervor, a-i -ring (Jod
in tbe depths of tbeir cloietara with a touchiuv use

t:rn; bet he rets kefcre at active atd energetic men,
sirg'rg ettborisatlrallv onder the canopy of heaven
the glories of the Oami potent.

hf. f?erulcher certainly hae a claim upon the
gratitude ot the arliitic public for his paisu-tekirg
a:d conscientious ell. rta to present a onipleSe
portraiture »f one of its mos; illustrious represen¬
tatives. His enthusiasm for the subject sometimes
It ads him to a difTutenets of detail whi.'h the gen¬
eral realer may deem excessive; but the minu'e

accuracy of his researches will be appreciated by
tbe musical amateurs to whom every part cular in
the history of a greet musical genius is a matter of
consequence. The American editor has made s >me

cbangei in tbe arrangement of the ditlereat po
tiona of the work which greatly facilitate its pe¬
rusal, although betas retained the waole of the
orig'tal einten ta.

LETTBBS ON TILE CRISIS.
REDEMPTION OF WESTERN DANK NOTES.
1% Ste reiSee ef T*e If. T. TrSsaaa

8m: As a resident of ths North-West, permit me to

urge upon New-York bankers, merchants aod others,
the important of acting at once in the establishment
of a Redemption Agency for placing the carreacy of
Illinois, Wiscoisin and ether States npoa a fair t'ootiag.
The i recent ra'e of exchange ,10 par centj ia abso-
1st« ly inicous to buyers and sellers, and i< in ao way
watranted by the intrineic relative eecurity of Eastern
acd Western bat k note circulation. Here, as io
New York, oar bank notes are abundantly eecored by
pnblio ttoeks, aad no less to bill holders can arise.

Wby is it that paper money, indispensable 'o onr inter¬
national ttade, that is perfectly safe at home aad fully
seemed, should depreciate as its circulation »ideas,
and as its need to the community increases
Come out here among us, and tind, as you will,

Fat tern merahants travelirg all through tha country,
visiting their customers and collecting their deb's at a

monstrous sacrifice Jot exchange, equal in most cases

to lie whole profit of a commission business. Any
plan by which our currency could be used in New-
York, as it ought to be, in payment of flour, tcheat
and Wttttrn produce, and a rate of exchange thereby
established at a little more than tbe cost of txprett
iharget btntttn oiir ctti«$. would add immeasurably
to the piosrtrity of the West, and enable all parties to

pay tin yrr rent more indeltedneit than they now can.

Our currency is fu ly equal to your own. Who will
move to give it its real value in your city It is ab
surd, cay, a grievous wrong, tbat the present rates of
exobarge should continue. Yours, CoirriOKMCS,
Chuofo, Oct S9 1W7.

TOE TIMKS AND THUIR NEEDS.
Te f*« Kdittr «/ r»e .V. Y. Ti Slaws
Sir I taw lately a Call for a National Convention

of Miners and Manufacturer*, to meet at Et« tos,
whose object wae> '. to deliberate upin the redaation
"of wages to rr.eet the times."

I thick there bas never been a time when a National
Convention of manufacturers waa more necessary than
at prettnt, though I barely tl.uk tbe only, or proper
object ol coraideration of snch a Convention should be
" the reduction of tbe price of labor to meet the ttmes."
Hut a National Convention would stein to me to be

necetraty to refoim tbe long credits rcqaired of our
manufacturers lor tbeir goods. Tbi* reforma ion ia
founded in the necessity the manufacturer is under of

paytag cash for his raw materiel, of cottou, woo) or

ilk, and cash for bis labt r, and at tbe same time he it
r«quiied by the commission men to sell hit goods oa a

CRoitofeight months. This can only be efficiently
brought about by a concert of manafactnrert, who
should meet for that purpoee either in New-York or

Philadelphia, and not at Kanton.
Such a convention might well consider the tendency

which t .«fr at this tioie in labor-saving maobinery to
overproduction, and suggesting some roiuedy tnerefor,
say a limitation of the hours of labor rt quired of
wi men acd childien, mote particularly in our woolen,
silk acd cotton manufactories. The hours of labor
have been fixed by public opinion for mechanical labor
at tsn hours. Tea hours hat been a lixed fact for
years for men, in all our machine shops, locomotive
establishments, and in the Government works; and yet
a portion cf tbe cemmunity having no power in the
ccrtrolling tf public opinion, tbe women and children
in all of oar mansfacturing works have been eUoaed,
if not forced to work, Hummer and Winter, year a/tar
year, from twelve t» fifteen hours per day, to the de¬
struction of health and lite. aa outrage on humanity
little rbort of Ixiuisiana aegro plantation life. Tnis
speaks in cotidemnatkn tl the men of ths North, who,
by tbe power they possess in controlling public
opinion for themselves, have ertablished ten hour*
as a day's labor for themselves, leaving out of
consideration, women and children; the wives and
daughters of these men who eeem to have f>rgotten
tbat the v are less able to perform thirteen hours as %

day's labor, than are they who have ignobly forgotten
theas.
Perirylvania and New-Jersev have on their statute

heoht strirgtnt laws which, if enforced, would pro¬
hibit the tro'kicg i>f minors more than ten hours.
There laws itmain a dead letter, because the ntetV
fac'urer de dares tbat unless he be allowed to work
twelve hours be catact compete with the New-
l.i ,;lst.d manufacturer, who workt twelve hours. I
bavs rodonbt tbat the conclusion arrived at by a

( tnvettion of manufacturers representing tbe whole
cobntiy would be tbat tes hours would be far batter
than twelve. This reformation ceanot be broaght
about by irotated Stale legieuttion; neither cm uni¬
form Uwt regolathg ttis ma'ter be hoped for or ex¬

pected In ail of the States, beace the necessity of a

national convention of manufacturers to deliberate

open this and kitdred measurss touchiog the welfare
of tbe whole manufacturing interests of tbe country.
Cstnot Tux Taini'M do aoctthing in this behalf

The leeeeaa of the t mes must be learned, aad if they
but teaih this reform, then may we say

" 8weet are tbe ate* ef edeeiilty,
tVbn b, iibe tbe toad, ugly aaa eenoateaa,
Wearetb jtt a j.wn la lte bea<L"

fwasrsssii Nov. S, Its*.
_
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CLRBEKCY BIGGK8TION3.
Te S»* r#fee a/ Ta* If. T. Trtbmm*.

Sir: A bbsinesa experience cf fifty years justifies me
perbaps in adding to tbe aumeroua c<immuaicationa
ai:h which our dai y journal* are fitted ca the cause of

and r»mtdy for the fiiatcial revulsions to whioa we

setm prritjCically subject, and cne of whicb is aoa

piestiogwith almost equal force upon all elatses ia
our commui ity.
Tis cease of our present most rieplorab'e poei'.ion I

lave to btiitalkn in tracirg directly to free trade.
Alort unhappily, this doctrine waa ad p>d as tbe

wa i-Lwrrd of tbe democratic paity, and the leaders
itfase to charge tbe poliey of the paity even new,
wi h sarb fearful evidence of if a entire unfirnees, nay.
of its destructive bearirg upon all onr industrial
interests. Tbe bitter fruits of this Anti-Ameriwa
policy we are, a an, tow reaping; the innocent
atd the guilty, those who opposed and those who ap-
ha d tbe tyMem ere buried uoder the sane ruin.

Imporis have been forced upon us to an extent far
greater thaa tbe country required and far beyond the
ability of the exports proper to pay for. Ia tbe mere

attempt to 1'qu'eata the enormous debt, we have beea
drained io tha hut 1 - years of mere than < ¦"" "\>
of gr Id, Is not thi« mere s'atement of tbe case a suf-
fBote nt proof that a policy whi< h would have kept tbis
1 it -b'ood drculaiing in tie veins of tbe body polttie is

tbe t;ne policy for our coun ry.and that if ¦ operauon
fcr tte last ten years it would have averted tha storm

which has made men feariul havoc I
Iaituot tvicent tbat tbe late leml.ion baa been

raised ty an eipanrioo tf crt«u. and a ooatrac'Jon or

the barU if cr.öit. via , gat., and tbat this expansion
atd attraction have beta cau'td by the legislation
wbK b bas shWotjXtyd home aid encon.agtd foraigo
n at ofarturrs t _ ,

bo n nrh for tbe can#e. The trae remrdy .s the

ad.p'otif a p. Icy aatagcristie to ihat whi. h bt-

tr<krntbemerrhai.ts. brt ken tbe bask., and impov-
eiiehed allcUseea. If a ptofetive tanffeou d go into

tf< . je^l.co, I am confidtbt that ia twaiva '

rooitb« W* wcoJ'i tot t. y -< ¦%,¦ ' n, fM .<»fj<
»tat« of tfepreeatoa. bat b* ia e etat« of mtiaiaaJi f.
b*cMfr> real, pjoexertty. Bat, aa tba r,i:<a. >aof" »u-a
a system can b»/*!!* <<« up*. >.j /r a Ui>.t<l l^IM.
gcgaca who** nsttto »««m* ba be" ml* tmA sejanT f
' <.« e to another rar exly ab m pr«. t .cable, bad sW*
',:* attly ia oar powerL«t car State l^i'l'lue, a'. '. resit*: tamea.
»aact tbat whenever the rate of ei k«r oa I, ädert
.cd Patta ibail r»a. b tb« .pet.e-aeippiog poiat, tba
tiatroiWr shall reqau* :ba barks It) reduce) -Jj* r d.»-
rcuata aeaiUia percet'tge *r«ry weak, atakiaf tb*
',r'1 \' *. K'adaa. aa p, - I .a. eotil tla rataaf aa haagw
? ballbritcucadto ihe p.ir4at which It will B*t baptv-
ti.ab «lo -h ; fpecia. Ky a?pl>.»f .. r « Maat,tba.I.-
st-uel've ma of r J oat of the r.>uctrr wtnM r*>
racked, and impott* from Korapa woald » t torn ba
pe-nited to reach such aa nltut a* to oeetroycjrBUUhar.UMdopi hacks. A KrTiarnMiMaaw.

A KOMm>LE AT SEA;

/>**. a i .¦-¦> c \.» ,7. *

Tbe Secretary of State at Madrid baa vonvai,* »aal
to tbe M.ntettr PleLipo'ectlary of tbe Patted hintee n

Spain the followLrg ^declaration, transmitted :Iren»a
tl e Minister of Marire and mad* ber'o:* the t'eptiin
f tbe Port at Tarragona, by I>. Jot* I rr. | %at* a

e f tbe Spat t b briaj javinta:
Oa tie 22d of July last, at **v*u o'clock in tie

mort it g in tvrth latitude *7 def. S tt t. aad at art,
l>>rgifuce 3f deg 30 min., being bound for *<pt a from
New-Orleans, el**'being oat tcirty thre* days. I p*'-
eeivtd a boat with people wlo orate »e\ eg a »t ta
banckertbief and pulliig ia the directioB of n y rr,'.
Believicg tbey were tbipwracked. 1 iaataatty gave
orceis to bear down to them, acd, being tide by aide,
tbey Uld me that two days befoie, being ont ic at

.nit of a a I: ale. they during a squall, tad est »igt v

i t ibeir bark, ia which tbey had lef: beb.ad the wife)
of the captaia, who waa tbe maa mat waa .peeking
to ne, adding tbat tbe wa« la aa eie-e-t | j
tion, havutg with her btaidea* uttl* bey acd «elter
pern es.
A mt'e farther nottb Iper-t.ved two ether boat*,

all btloBiirg to tbe American bark Alto. Cap*. Thor.
II I-awrence, of New-Bedford, wheac* h* had *ai>d
411 day* before. The men of the raid bo*>, n«<cl>*r ng
in all eighteen, havirgbeea takaaoa baard, eacaattaa
from fatigue, were provided witk food aad e Uiicg.
acd seeing tie despair of the captain oa ereenet Sf
the Icea of bis family acd hia vettal in the mida*. «4 tbe
rea, 1 reeoWed, at any hazsjd, to go in qceat of tbaw.
The ttormy weather, the foreign idiom ot tbeeaptala.
whien did sot permit m« tu clearly understand übe di-
rectioa where the bark might be fouad.the t.u.e
which bad paeaed sinew they bad loat tight of teatx
sbip, and my own obbgatioas to coatiaue my esurte.
after barirg experienced 33 days of bad weather-aa
these poweiful reasons did act indaee m* to g.ve BJB
n y ratolutioa of aiding tboae nufuttuaat* wen aad
ci'Btoling tbem in thsir affli^tloa; and, trcnuag tt>
1'roTuience and my good oeuae, I ateerad to th* aortc.
We paired the cay without perceiving any «**a*i,

atd lb* nigbt overtaking na withaat having attavnetl
out purpo**, we patted it with the utmost Tig laa<e,
ibe captain being ia a state of extraordinary proetrsV*
tic n acd anxiety, which iocieaaed my detaraiiaatioa to
coLtinue my enterpris*. The dawn of (he SSii
on. aad my vigilance was redoubled; at 10 a. ¦ tte
watrh at the masthead deer isd a sail baarieg .V. N. I .

I imnediately stood for it, acd with a freshen eg m n*.
at 11 o'elock I C'sticgaished a bark. I isduced tbe
captain to go aloft, encoaragisg him and trjieg u> <« a

sole bim in every poasible manner, to see whether te
could make her oat, aad at 111 il >d had crowaed my
aadertakicg and lulii led my wish- it war tb* barn
Alto. Ihe transports of Capt IjiwrtBc* war« an¬
beut ded, h* embraced me and offered n e a HB)
amount of money wbea be should get on board, wh a
I refused, (or 1 would not crowa my act by a< - si/Lug
monsy.
When a short distance from her, I low ere., tb* tye'a

end carried the crew and their captaia to their tart,
where, in fact, 1 foond a poor yourg lady, with a babe
in ber aims, breathless and ia ibe greateat *g"ay.
The castair, after tie first sffus'.oB* of bis je», rs>

nested his I ffers, icsislisg upon my a^eptiag theen,
but which I refused aa before, and haviag ie»e vad
the benerJictloBs of all on tx ard, I retarted to my sLIp
to roLtiune my voyage.

A STORY OF KAS8AS UFL.

from Tkt Rtmt<N. Y J «setises, Bee H,
Dr. IT. II. I'ope, of this villag*, perforoaed a sfgicsj

operation *n Wednesday last, npon tb* botiy of a maa,
a resident of Verona viilag*. which wa* aot t y u ff-
cult, but the partjcnlars coanectcd therewith of eoaae

interest. Tbe man went to Kaasai sums two H tiiroe
ye*rsagoacd acumred com* property liter*; u im

one of the "Kree Soate men" aad bvlocgad to j na
I.sce's party, fine Sunday, .ast March, as the aana
nairates tbe oocuirsaea, wnil* b* wee at church ia

Kacsas, be waa called out and informed that three
men ontaide wi*hed to see h;m He weat ont of
cborcb, saw tbe men, who iaforsned b.m that
th*y wished to pnrcbaae corn of bim, learang
tbat be had some for **>.; he told them that he
bad the corn, but declined to go with the men thee,
.ayitg that he would l«t them nav* th* core th* nexc
day if tbey wished it, and wocld leav* the moa*y
with a OattBBB perron who wa* th«b turned. i ne
men then told the fellow that tbey had a warrant
for b'm, and took oat a paper and »how*d It to h'tn
As be could not read it, h* wished on* »f the aam¬

ber, by tbe came of Smith, to read it for blot. Smith
stood with one hand wlthia bia bo*om < n :t« ia-
ude of bis rest and said that hi* arm wa* lame,
and be could tot bold th* paper to read it Tee Bjlroar
told tbem h* should aot go with ±eBi; aad wr. e

tbey stood parleying, the wiad blew rkaith'* v**t
partly op*n, revealiag th* but'-aad of a co'kei
revilver, with Smith's band Brmiy grasped hold of iL
Ibe fellow said be sbooJd But go, acd s'.art*d to -etc n

iato the chorih, wbea Snith Crew r«vo(v*r aad
filed sevaial abols.one passing near tbe fellow *stead,
one near his wrist, one near bis right hin and another,
which took effect, entered Bear the left hrp :tu ig
upward at d toward the right side. Toe fellow w*st

takea itto church anc cared 'or by five or aia ledi**
there.all the test having left and bo neu e b* ag
taken of tbe leoBBBBBsBBb The feliow reai*iced re

church all tight voaitirg blood very profusely,
.td rot expeetlrg to recover He wa* take* oare

ef, acd after a few mnaiks' iUaesa, r*oov*ied,
an t has retarn*i home.th* bail y*t raniaiaiasr in aia
body. Dr. Pope mad* an eiamlcati >n oa Weuceaday
last, aid e*oucd rangly ensconced near he upper *.a
on the right aide, th* ball of tb* revolver. Oo tnakiagj
a pretty wide inciaion with toe knife, the 1 -el .r ia-

tro<:B' ed bis Instrument ard soon removal the et nidc
of lead. Tt* fellow bore th* operation crave.y, aid
to< k the ball away wi'h b.m, declaring ttat he wae

soon to return to Kansas, tad that U it tin* bail
eli Lid takt the life of Smith H* teemad to b* of
pretty good grit, and quite w ling to take hie Laaiea.

.A Kansas oorrespoadent of Th* km Leuit Deav*.
crtt, writiig from I/awreace on the 14th teat, aaya:

" Secretary 8tanton, wno haajuet been ta town, taya
it virtaaliy amounti to not inbmitting it at a*l, that it
I* a baa* outrage, aad h* will do aC in h.s p«w*r te
defeat tbe foul usurps.!, n. Haprrt say* WaJhar ia

goiag to WtvshirgtoB with the taertd do un.eet to see

that tbe Adminittration handle it propar.); but for the
truth of th* itatement I cannot vooch "

Ihe patriot who robbed the Rev. Mr. Na> in K >.r-

... is rows Pctimantor, aad th* pluadcrad f ooti
worth of property ha* never been paid for.

'Csns-.iei. Rsftet*'.

"Si icir.E .J/i< Hartford Co%rant of Ttuaday aaora-

itg h*a th* following
" A man by th* name of Soratoa F. V .ie*j, wnoaa

residence ia m Longyard. Ssnthwick, Maes . wh l* oa
a tour through thi* coanty, eollec ing aad *eJt*g whir*
for a firm in Mai>sachcsett«, being ac'iua ntaa wc.i

Jeremy H. Holoomb, esq . reaidirg ia Oraaby, a'-

rasged to spend th* latt Sabbath w/h hitn. lie re¬

tired to bed about 10 o'eiock Sa'-orday sveasae;; .

noite was heard in the chamber wb*r* he *t*pt abo n
7 o'.lixk Sabbath morcirg by Mr HoImwL b b'ovhe'
iWto*l«ptia tbe room und-rnea h| liks a pereoo
jompirgouttf bdd. Aboct half an hour tfterward,
Mr. HoV-omh w*nt to his chamber dso: to tell him u>

breakfast; receinner »o answer he oseaed m« d^.r.
aidfi und Noble stnspeniled byth* neck by his cravat,
wb oh w«» tied to a book la th* t*iliBg o-ver th* cataer

of ht beddted. II* immed ately gaw* the *.arm, aad
with hi* brother'! assistance, took b.m eJowa atd i3b-

mtt attly summoned Dr. Saaford of Tariffnl!*; be:
it was too late to reetor* hitn. He waa found haagusr
ro that hi* hteet nearly touched the fioor. He wet)

abcu' 35jeanof age ia good cireamstaacee, ef .n-

duetrious and exemplary bab:ta, of a high!? 'eacacu-
ble acd wealthy famdy. He leaves a love.y wife vi«I
two chileren to mouiT. over u.e tad *\er.\

VsPfow E«> set or a Riiimid Tr*:» . 7a*
Hamilton C*n*d* /liotwrtlji:
"We are ioformed of aealrixsrthvrat^aJthesv

^ace cf an emigrant train on the Gr*n< W*a'*ra Rao-
way .<. n th* night of Monday <a*t Ten '¦' ¦'** "° ta*

VVelltLd (.'atal was »wr.ng >pen to allow a »:ao)«s*r t>

oaf i juat prevtos* to the arrival A tb* train, aad if it

bad not been for another *c\.d*a», we afc-isJ bate

had a repeti'lcn of the N >:welk b >cg* trageo v >r 'he
1 »e ejaro ir . catattroph«. Tii« seow ai d BBBBt t vl '*s>-

d. red the rail* slipp. y, a=d *** mad-s it I th UM W

-top tie train, BBtdtSe imotlre w*a ttriwa etT Xa
reilt citato'he edge ci tit «al M wt* rn-

raire). bat t wu era t/tba if'V-i M et
WL. b Wt t> tr h-a-d.


